Julian Morein 


Senior Thesis 

Dr. Angela Kaehnyeveski 

3 May 2020 

Murdoch Mnrdoeh: A Case Study in Threats to Ontologieal Security in Far-Right 

Propaganda 

I. Introduction 

Far-right gronps have seen an nptiek in support aeross westem demoeraeies. From Donald 
Tmmp’s vietory in the IJnited States, to Franee’s National Front winning its highest vote share in 
the most reeent presidential eleetion,^ to the VOX party’s parliamentary breakthrongh in Spain’s 
most reeent eleetions,^ the far-right is having a politieal resnrgenee after years of steady growth 
in snpport.'^ These sneeesses have also eorresponded with an inerease in widespread and well 
organized far-right propaganda, espeeially online. Far-right media employs several taeties to 
mainstream it’s ideas and to radiealize potential snpporters. These inelnde websites that spread 
disinformation presented as news,^ eoordinated Twitter attaeks,® the inenbation and 
dissemination of targeted memes,^ and the promnlgation of far-right wed series. These web 
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series ean be news or disenssion based, such as videos ereated by white nationalist youtubers 
such as Stefan Molyneux, or narrative based propaganda. One example of narrative far-right 
propaganda, Mnrdoeh Mnrdoeh (MM), a South Park inspired white nationalist series, has been 
eited by gronps like the Sonthem Poverty Law Genter as partienlarly potent propaganda.* For the 
pnrposes of this paper the far-right eonsists of nationalist gronps, inelnding both ethno- 
nationalism and eivie-nationalism. The former, often overtly faseist, advoeate for a partienlar 
ethnie groups’ supremacy. Civic-nationalists by eontrast, distanees themselves from more overt 
faseism and instead, at least rhetorieally, snpport the demoeratie systems they exist in.^ 
Therefore, while many far-right gronps openly advoeate for anthoritarianism, it is not the 
defining featnre, but rather their support for nationalist polieies. This thesis seeks to examine 
how such nationalist media attempts to radiealize viewers, using MM as a ease study. Applying a 
eritieal diseonrse analysis to MM, this thesis argnes that far-right media portrays any ehallenge to 
the statns quo, be it demographie, politieal, cultural, or soeial, as threatening to ontologieal 
seenrity by ntilizing a Positive Self and Negative Other diehotomy. 

II. Literature Review 

Soeial seientists have proposed varions theories and explanations to nnderstand how the 
far-right radiealizes individnals sinee the fall of the Nazi regime in 1945. Some seholars focus on 
politieal psyehology, positing that far-right gronps ntilized the talents of singnlar leaders to 
exploit psyehologieal weaknesses in their followers. Other focus on how the far-right take 
advantage of existing politieal structures. Researeh eentered on ontology and seenrity argnes that 
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the far-right utilizes cultural anxieties to reemit members of dominant cultures within a soeiety 


who feel left behind in some way. Much of the literatnre eomplements eaeh other rather than 
argning against other theories, often working in tandem to provide mnlti-faeited explanations. 
However, while all these argnments do partially explain the snstainability of the far-right, the nse 
of rhetorie and the exploitation of enltnral anxieties ean best explain the reeent rise of the far- 
right. Overwhelming researeh demonstrates that the far-right not only inflnenees politieal 
diseonrse, bnt that these gronps effeetively target enltnral anxieties in their propaganda. 
Psyehologieal Argoments 

Immediate post World War II analysis of far-right movements posited that far-right 
snpporters have a pathology driving them to snpport eharismatie leaders. These seholars, 
nnsnrprisingly, foensed on Nazi Germany.^*' Perhaps the most prominent advoeate of this idea 
was Theodore Adomo whose 1950 book The Anthoritarian Personality ehampioned the idea that 
far-right snpport eame from a more inherent psyehologieal predisposition to snpport strong-man 
type leaders.” Many seholars writing dnring the I950s and I960s nsed The Anthoritarian 
Personality as a jnmping off point for their researeh.^^ Adorno also made a key distinetion 
between traditional eonservatism and the more fringe far-right, what he ealled “Psendo- 
Conservatism.”*^ 

More reeent analysis on far-right anthoritarianism argnes that politieal environment also 
plays a key role in aetivating these predispositions. While some people may be more inelined to 
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support authoritarian leaders, they need the right environment to aetivate such behavior.^® This 
trait also exists in some left wing individnals. However, it is far more eommon in on the politieal 
right.^^ Fear aronnd pereeived threats ean also motivate people to snpport far-right gronps and 
poliey.^^ Applying Adorno’s theories on anthoritarianism to the eleetion of Donald Tmrnp, 
Trnmp snpporters are more likely to be more predisposed anthoritarian personality traits, are 
self-preservation oriented, show strong dislike for ontside gronps, and snpport isolation from 
ontside gronps.*^ 

While a psyehologieal predisposition to snpporting anthoritarianism provides a useful 
data point in determining how far-right parties and fignres gain snpport, it does not explain how 
this predisposition eame about if it also requires the right politieal environment. Beeanse much 
of the researeh in politieal psyehology maintains that even genetie eomponents do not solely 
ereate leanings towards anthoritarianism, and beeanse not all far-right gronps present as openly 
anthoritarian, other faetors must be explored in order to determine how far-right gronps, 
radiealize new members. 

The Allianee Between Eeonomie and Cultural Conservatives 

Others built on Adorno to ereate a framework for the distinetion between traditional 
eeonomie eonservatism and ethnie or culturally based nationalism. Historian Riehard Hofstader 
deseribed the psendo-eonservative as a uniquely Ameriean problem writing, “pseudo- 
eonservatism is in good part a prodnet of the rootlessness and heterogeneity of Ameriean life. 
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and above all, of its peenliar seramble for statns and its peenliar seareh for seenre identity”^*^ 
Hofstader then divided Ameriean politieal debates into two eategories based on this distinetion. 
These are “interest polities, the elash of material aims and needs among varions gronps and 
bloes; and statns polities, the elash of varions projeetive rationalizations arising from statns 
aspirations.” He fnrther argned that in years of eeonomie hardship the former takes preeedenee, 
while in eras of prosperity the later does.^' Hofstader’s work is emblematie of a shift in the 
literatnre on the far-right from Adorno’s work. His writing, while heavily inspired by Adomo, 
also presents the idea that far-right ideas are not always tied to eeonomie ennni felt dnring erises. 
This idea beeame far more important in later literatnre. 

More reeent researeh has framed the diehotomy between eeonomie and enltnral 
eonservatives as an allianee, bringing far-right ideas into the politieal mainstream. For instanee, 
Ameriean historian Allan Liehtman explored these eonneetions between the 1920s up to the 
Bnsh administration and eonelnded that Ameriean eapitalism ean at times promote moral sin and 
enltnral plnralism that enltnral eonservatives often oppose. However, the Ameriean “anti- 
plnralist tradition is fnndamentally pro-eapitalist” and that “Anti-plnralist eonservatives have 
largely exempted eapitalism from enltnral eormption”^^ Liehtman proposes that two movements 
benefit from a symbiotie relationship. Anti-plnralists nse the bnsiness elass for their resonrees. 
Gapitalists in tnrn nse the anti-plnralists to gain an enthnsiastie base of snpport and to perpetnate 
their wealth by preventing large swaths of voters from questioning these power stmetnres.^^ Sneh 


Riehard Hofstadter. "The Pseudo-Conservative Revolt." The Ameriean Seholar 24, no. 1 (1954): 9-27. 16. 
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an allianee also helps explain the rise of the Tea Party and subsequently Donald Trnmp.^"^ 
Soeiologist Kirstin Haltinner bnilds direetly on Hofstadter to disenss the prevalenee of anti- 
intelleetnalism within the Ameriean eonservative movement, argning that both the Tea Party and 
Trump relied on both gronps for eleetoral sneeess.^^ The Tea Party, at first a fringe eolleetion of 
gronps, has also gained mainstream exposure through traditional eonservative means such as 
wealthy donor snpport,^® as well as media attention, partienlarly throngh Fox News.^^ 

This allianee, while not the only faetor, helps explain how far-right ideas ean gain more 
mainstream andienees than they might have otherwise. For instanee, Fox News eonsistently 
eams the highest eable news network ratings in the IJnited States, with an andienee in the 
millions.^* Fonnded by Rnpert Mnrdoeh, a more traditional bnsiness eonservative the ehannel 
has hosted the likes of Tneker Garlson and Laura Ingraham both of whom have spoken about, in 
all but name, the Great Replaeement; a far-right eonspiraey theory about the eventual erasure of 
white people through immigration and higher birth rates among minority gronps.^^ 

False Gonseionsness and Cultural Hegemony 

Marxists theorists argue that the very structure of liberal demoeratie nations leads to both 
the allianee between fringe far-right gronps and more traditional bastions of eonservatism and a 
general rise of far-right ideology using the theory of false eonseionsness. Broadly, false 
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consciousness is “a relation between who one is (objeetively) and what one thinks 
(subjectively).”^° Originally Marx and Engels thonght of false eonseionsness as solely false 
beliefs that intelleetnals and the bonrgeoisie held, relegated solely to the ereators and perpetrators 
of the superstructure.^* However, later Marxists theorists expanded this to inelnde the working 
elass. Neo-Marxist Antonio Gramsei wrote that the superstructure, and the cultural institutions 
that perpetnate, ereate false eonseionsness in the working elass.^^ Bnilding on this, Marxist 
Georg Lnkaes wrote that a person operating under eapitalist assnmptions eannot fully understand 
their own elass and therefore operate under a sort of elass blindness.^^ Marxist thonght therefore 
broadly holds that rather than an allianee, the eapitalists use cultural eonservatism to perpetnate 
their own power and statns. 

Cultural arguments 
Horizontal Popnlism 

Some seholars focus more broadly on popnlism but eraft distinetions between left wing 
and right wing versions. Broadly, popnlism is the strnggle between two gronps, a large, 
seemingly pure, group and a smaller set of eorrnpt elites. There may be pereeived speeial 
interests, but these often fall under the elite eategory.^^ In the politieal context popnlism at its 
eore the assertion that the enrrent government in question does not aeenrately refleet the will of 
the majority of eitizens, and instead aetively nndermine that majority.'^*’ If a popnlist movement 
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stays at this stage, i.e. a majority fighting against a eorrnpt set of people in power it is vertieal 
popnlism, and is more elosely assoeiated with the politieal left."^^ However, other seholars have 
bnilt on this to add a new dimension, one that takes it ont of the realm of pnrely eeonomie 
motives. If at some point the majority sees the elites as proteeting some non-elite gronp, often an 
ethnie, raeial, or religions minority it beeomes horizontal popnlism.'*^^ This is the point at which 
popnlism beeomes far-right in natnre. Therefore, by presenting threats to the safety of the 
majority, and then eonneeting these threats to minority gronps the far-right ean eo-opt otherwise 
pnrely eeonomie driven movements or ereate movements based on nonexistent problems."^^ 
Threats to Seenrity 

Politieal Seientist Joseph Laey molds the notions of popnlism and nationalism together 
by eonneeting the two throngh ontologieal seenrity."^"^ Under this theory a far-right movement 
needs “at least some part of the eitizenry feeling inseenre abont their ability to maintain the 
material soeial and politieal eonditions to eontinne their way of life.” This inseenrity ean eome 
from enrrent issnes, or a pereeived fntnre threat."^^ Gitizens see the nation-state as their sonree of 
seenrity beeanse norms, espeeially soeio-politieal norms, all develop at least somewhat uniquely 
in eaeh nation state and therefore “the nation-state provides a familiar and legitimate context for 
deeision making.”'^^ Threats to this familiar order “ean provide strong gronnds to resist eeding 
too mneh deeision-making power to distinet international bodies whose norms and praetiees may 
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be more difficult to understand and engage with for ordinary eitizens.”"^^ While eonntries do have 
intemational obligations, eitizens within that state see its role as proteeting eo-nationals within 
the state. Therefore, eitizens rejeet eertain pnblie goods they pereeive as benefiting non- 
nationals. This fnrther aetnalizes into snpport for polieies that curb demographie ehanges and 
immigration."^^ Cultural anxiety ean therefore be defined as “a symptom of soeially and 
institntionally privileged individnals feeling as thongh their rights to... govemment benefits, 
private seetor jobs (and so on) are being redistribnted to people who are Tess deserving’”'^^ Far- 
right gronps ean fnrther eapitalize on this by ereating sitnations in which they ean manipnlate the 
media narrative and portray themselves both as a proxy for the dominant group and 
simultaneously under attaek beeanse of this identity.^° 

Many point to the rise of globalization as a part of this loss of pereeived seenrity. For 
instanee, the global rise in anti-Semitism has been tied to far-right promnlgations of anti-Semitie 
troops.^^ However, one thing that has ehanged more reeently is that this rise is now longer tied to 
eeonomie downturns. Whereas historieally anti-Semitism eame as a resnlt of eeonomie 
downtums, in the twenty first eentnry it has risen even dnring favorable eeonomie periods. 
“Modern-day globalization-the opening of borders to the greater movement of ideas, people, and 
money-has stirred familiar anxieties about ill-defined ‘ontside forees.’”^^ as individnals pereeive 
a lost sense of identity the nation state provided for them. Or as the historian Dan Dinar states 
“People are losing their compass...A worldwide stoek market, a new form of money, no borders. 
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Concepts like eonntry, nationality, everything is in donbt. They are iooking for the ones who are 
gniity of this new sitnation and they find the Jews.”^^ 

Pereeived threats to ontoiogieai seenrity are key in nnderstanding how the far-right 
radieaiizes individnais. As disenssed in the psyehoiogy-based iiteratnre, whiie there may be 
predispositions to snpporting anthoritarianism, espeeiaiiy among aiready right ieaning peopie, 
they need a threat to aetivate it. Ontoiogieai seenrity, and the pereeived threats to it sneh as iike 
giobaiization and demographie shifts, provide that aetivation. 

Conclusion 

Whiie aii the theoretieai ienses disenssed intereonneet and provide at ieast some 
expianatory vaine, ontoiogieai seenrity provides the most aii-eneompassing and powerfui 
anaiytie framework. The psyehoiogieai researeh has eieariy demonstrated that snpport for far- 
right ieaders does not eome abont soieiy on its own, it needs aetivation. This aetivation eomes 
from propaganda that targets threats to seenrity. 

The far-right has iong had sneeess in taking advantage of popniar media and medinms to 
pnsh propaganda that exacerbates fears snrronnding pereeived threats to the statns quo. From the 
nse of the radio in the Ì930s,^"^ to the use of eompnter games by far-right Christian gronps in the 
Ì980s,^^ to the very eariy internet BBS boards,^^ advoeates on the extreme right are aiways ready 
to take advantage of media and shape it to their own ideoiogy. More reeentiy researehers have 
demonstrated how the far-right nses the intemet to nse iingnistie taeties as weii as take advantage 
of enitnrai anxieties, often simnitaneonsiy. Far-right fake news sites often appropriate the 
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language and appearanee of traditional news sonrees to seem objeetive while pnshing for hard 
line anti-immigration platforms.^^ Others have fonnd that far-right news sites frame themselves 
as agents of tmth in a pan-westem ernsade against ehanging demographie trends.^^ Soeial media 
platforms often dominated by the far-right have been demonstrated to be breeding gronnds and 
eventnally disseminators of memes that make far-right ideas palatable to the general pnblie.^^ 
Others have fonnd far-right fignres and politieal parties use soeial media to bypass traditional 
media gatekeepers and spread messages targeted at exacerbating fears related to demographie 
changes.^° Lastly, researehers have fonnd evidenee that many far-right gronps take advantage of 
baeklash against liberal attempts at soeial reform and “politieal eorreetness’^^ Far-right gronps 
ereating, or exacerbating pereeived threats to seenrity provides a key eomponent of 
psyehologieal researeh, it demonstrates the nse of allianees with traditional eonservatives for 
legitimaey, and explains more reeent altemative media ereated by the far-right. 

III. Analytie Framework 

Ontologieal seenrity provides a nsefnl framework to examine how far-right views 
integrate themselves into politieal diseonrse. This paper will examine how far-right media takes 
advantage of, and ereates, threats to seenrity, nsing the web series Mnrdoeh Mnrdoeh as its ease 
stndy. This paper will bnild on previons researeh that examines how far-right gronps ntilize 
people’s sense of ontologieal seenrity and eonneet it to elements the far-right opposes sneh as 
minority gronps and the politieal left. It will draw from researeh on the lingnistie and narrative 
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taeties far-right media uses including enphemism, redefining eommon terms, and portrayals of us 
versus them narratives. 

Ontologieal Seenrity and Rhetorie 

Enphemism and redefinition serve to normalize far-right rhetorie. Far-right group often 
use terms like ‘pmify’ and ‘eleanse’ and refer to their ethnie group or nation as natnrally pure 
organisms in need of such eleansing.^^ Seholars have found that far-right gronps often adapt the 
speeifie langnage they use over time, as older terms beeome knowns as extremist ealling eards 
and new words beeome more eommon in everyday langnage. This shows a level of adaptability 
that has been noted sinee the beginning of Nazi propaganda. For instanee, rather than focus on 
ideas of raeial snperiority new far-right groups use the language of ‘differentialism,’ meaning 
that different ethnie gronps shonld attempt to aehieve cultural hegemony within their own 
spheres. These far-right gronps then argue that when multiculturalism or any attempts at equity 
corrupt the natural state of raeial hegemony and therefore is tnie genoeide.^^ This approaeh 
shows far-right gronps both obsenring the logieal eonelnsions of their ideology, mass mnrder, 
and redefining the use of words otherwise used in critiques of their own ideology. Thus, a key 
part of this paper’s analysis will be looking for and eatalog these lingnistie tools. 

The Positive Self and Negative Other 

Drawing fnrther on the literatnre this paper will examine how far-right propaganda seeks 
frames itself and its opposition. Far-right propaganda ntilizes and us versus them narrative 
reminiseent of horizontal popnlism. This ereates an “ideologieal square” in which there exists “a 
Positive Self Presentation and a simultaneous Negative Other Presentation... the out-group is 

® Rodger Griffin. ‘“Lingna Quarti Imperii’: The Enphemistie Tradition of the Extreme Righf’: 'Donblespeak: The 
Rhetorie ofthe Far-right sinee 1945. Edited by Feldman, Matthevv, and Jaekson, Panl. New York: Ibidem Verlag, 
2015. ProQuest Ebook Central. 
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represented in negative ways and the valnes of the in-group represented in positive ways.”^'^ 
Fnrther, far-right media presents the out group as not only opposed to the in gronp’s values but 
as direetly threatening to them.®^ This paper will therefore examine how far-right propaganda 
plaees groups it sees as deviant as a “them” and attempts to frame the “us” around nationalism. 

IV. Method 

Ethnographie Critical Diseonrse Analysis 

This analysis will apply Stanton Wortham and Angela Reyes’ method of ethnographie 
eritieal diseonrse analysis to analyze how Mnrdoeh Mnrdoeh presents ehanges to the status-quo 
as threats to viewers’ ontologieal seenrity. Wortham and Reyes’ approaeh seeks to nnderstand 
how people interaet with langnage and what it eommnnieates to them by foensing on the relevant 
indexicals in the event analyzed.^^ An indexical is any word or expression whose meaning is 
context dependent.®’ Wortham and Reyes’ approaeh to diseonrse analysis works in three phases. 
The first of which is mapping narrative events. To map the narrative a researeher must group 
events and dialogne by similar eharaeteristies such as setting, or eharaeters present, and analyze 
how these separate gronpings of events and langnage interaet with eaeh other within the 
narrative. Mapping out the narrative eonsists of determining how the narrative portrays 
eharaeters relative to eaeh other and what key eoneepts that positioning eommnnieates to the 
andienee. The goal is to determine the narrated and narrating events. The narrated event is what 


Janet Wilson “Toxic Rhetorie: The Langnage of the Tnmer Diaries: A Novel”: Donblespeak: The Rhetorie ofthe 
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the discourse event seeks to communicate to its andienee. The narrating event is how they 


eommnnieate the narrated event^^ 

Phase two, divided into three snbseetions, involves determining the relevant indexicals 
and what those indexicals eommnnieate to the andienee aeross the poetie structure the narrative 
event ereates. The first snbseetion is seleeting the indexicals. To determine which indexicals one 
shonld examine a researeher shonld use the mapped-out narrative to seleet words that may earry 
signifieant weight in the narrative or elarify the context of the soeial aetion oeenrring. Wortham 
and Reyes point to three main indexical eategories. The first is deieties. A deietie is an indexical 
that assnmes or establishes a part of the narrative. Such words related to eharaeters are person 
deieties, for example the word “1.” There are also temporal, spatial, and diseonrse deictics.^° 
Reported speeeh is any langnage that does not happen within the real time context of the 
narrative, meaning a eharaeter refereneing something they, or someone else, did or will do. This 
is key beeanse it provides elear framing. Everything being reported is from a eertain perspeetive 
with speeifie evalnations.^' Lastly, evalnative indexicals imply a presnpposed evalnation or 
jndgment of what the indexical is refereneing. Evalnative indexicals are either ereated 
throughout the narrative by assoeiating the indexical with a unique definition, known as 
emergent evalnative indexicals, or by borrowing from a reeognizable definition that a soeial 
group has referenee for, an enregistered evalnative indexical. When an evalnative indexical is 
assoeiated with a person or group it is referred to as an “emblem.”^^ 

The seeond step in phase two is eonstrning the indexicals. This is a metapragmatie 
proeess, meaning it refers to how the langnage used implies the actual meaning out of the many 


® Wortham and Reyes, Discourse Analysis 44-46. 
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possible ways a statement could be interpreted. After examining what indexicals are used and the 


context they are used in, a diseonrse analyst then applies several possible ways the statement in 
question could be interpreted. This inelndes looking at both explicit and implieit implieations of 
the signs in question and how they position the eharaeters in narrative context.^"^ 

The last snbseetion of phase two is eonfignring the indexicals. After a researeher has 
identified the key indexicals and how they illnminate the voieing present in the event they must 
examine how those indexicals eome to reliably eommnnieate a set meaning. This means 
determining the poetie structure of the discourse event. The poetie structure is the “baek and 
forth...between indexical signs and metapragmatie eonstrnals.”^^ This implieit proeess wherein 
seattered events eome to signify a eonsistent soeial aetion is entextualization and identifying the 
poetie structure indexicals take on is key to determining what soeial aetion the event 
entextulizes.’^ 

Lastly, a discourse analysis eonelndes with phase three, interpreting soeial aetion aeross 
disenrsive events, meaning demonstrating that the event in question is emblematie of broader 
pattems. To this a researeher must examine the broader context the narrative occurs in. 
Enregisterment broadly refers to when a sign, within a narrative or otherwise, implies a eertain 
soeial aetion aeross many narratives and contexts. In another sense it is applying entextualization 
en mass, aeross other narratives and real-word events. This analysis reveals repeated pathways 
that soeial interaetions occur in aeross mnltiple instanees, and thus a broader implieation emerges 
from the singnlar narrative originally analyzed. From this a researeher ean at last make a likely 
eonelnsion to what meaning the narrative wishes to eonvey.^^ 
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Discourse Analysis Applied to Murdoch Murdoch 

This analysis is limited to a set of seven episodes of MM titled “The Great Meme War.” 
While the series originally was hosted on YonTnbe the videos have been taken down due to 
violating YouTube’s hate speeeh guidelines.’^ Currently, the ereators host all the episodes on 
their own website MurdohMurdoch.net. The episodes tell a continuous story and as such I will 
map out the entire narrative as a single disenrsive event. To seleet the indexicals I refer to what 
words what words the narrative uses to deseribe different gronping of eharaeters. I then present 
key indexical gronps into data sets demonstrating their use throughout the narrative. I focus on 
indexicals related to the framing eharaeters in order to determine if the does indeed ereate a 
Positive Self and a Negative Other, and fnrther if negative other is framed as a threat to the 
viewer’s sense of ontologieal seenrity. I present eonstmal and eonfignration in one seetion in 
order to avoid repetition when deseribing the relevant contextual events analyzed. To eonstrne 
my indexicals I look at how the context in which these indexicals occur frames eharaeters who 
use them and therefore what positioning the indexicals aeeomplish. Then for eonfignring I 
examine how these indexicals are presented aeross the narrative using a key seene by seene 
analysis to see how the narrative transformers these words into more eonerete meanings. This 
will also reveal the soeial types eommon in far-right diseonrse that both the protagonists and 
those who threaten their ontologieal seenrity fill. I will fnrther point to the politieal context 
episodes occur in. Many episodes are based on topieal issnes, and therefore the real-word context 
of what the series eomments on is immensely important to determining what the narrative seeks 
to say. 

V. Data Analysis 


Murdoch Murdoch “The Murdoch Murdoch Show” 



Overview 


MM targets white Ameriean’s ontologieal seenrity by presenting an all-eneompassing 
ideologieal square in which the Positive Self is white Amerieans whose identity is proteeted by 
ethno-nationalism. Gonversely, the Negative Other is a monolithie opposition that MM frames as 
one that seeks to destroy white Ameriea. MM aehieves this by using familial person dieteties to 
deseribe white eharaeters, ereating a sense of eohesion in which raee and family are 
synonymons. By then tying this assoeiation together with temporal and spatial deieties that 
present the Negative Other as destrnetive to this family, MM frames any type of soeial or 
politieal position, even those only slightly more moderate such as eivie-nationalism, as a threat to 
white Ameriean’s ontologieal security. Further, MM enregisters the evaluative indexical “raeist” 
by redefining it to mean someone honest and truthful. MM ereates this assoeiation by repeatedly 
presenting ethno-nationalism as seientifie and its snpporters as honest and trustworthy while 
simultaneously presenting the Negative Other as deeeitfnl and only motivated by power or 
money. By ereating a sense of family tied to truthful raeism and plaeing it as the sole opposition 
to a Negative Other that seeks to destroy white Amerieans MM targets its andienee’s ontologieal 
seenrity. 

Mapping the Narrative 

Plot Snmmary 

The Great Meme War (GMW) spans seven episodes of varying lengths, totaling in over 
two hours of eontent. The GMW tells the story of three members of the Alt-Right, a loose, 
largely online movement that advoeates for far-right ideas, primarily white snpremaey and anti- 
Semitism.^° The three eponymons Mnrdoehs are Mnrdoeh, Murdoch-Chan, and Dr. Mnrdoeh, all 

*** Viveea S Green. ‘“Deplorable’ Satire: Alt-Right Memes, White Genoeide Tweets, and Redpilling Normies.” 
Stadies inAmeriean Humor5, no. 1 (2019): 31-69. 33. 



of whom are open ethno-nationalists. The three, along with varions other members of the Alt- 
Right fight thronghont the series against the forees of ZOG, a Jewish eontrolled amalgamation of 
everything they present as threats to seenrity inelnding eommnnists, progressives, elassieal 
liberals, ete. ZOG itself is eommon term in far-right diseonrse, standing for “Zionist Oeenpied 
Govemment. It is the long held eonspiraey theory that governments aeross the world are 
eontrolled by Jewish inflnenee.^^ The story portrays online diseonrse as a fantasy-inspired world, 
borrowing visnal enes from a wide array of niehe media inelnding Star Wars, Lord ofThe Rights, 
Game ofThrones, ete. Gharaeters meant to represent real world fignres are presented with loose 
aeenraey to fit the series’ themes. The series' ernde cut and paste animation style lends itself to 
this direet manner of referenee. As such, MM does not only ereate its own indexicals, but direetly 
pulls from a wide swath of far-right ideas, language, and symbolism. 



Episode One: The Great Meme War of 2016 

Episode one The Great Meme War of2016 portrays the 2016 eleetion as a long and 

protraeted battle sequence in which the forees of the far-right battle a eavaleade of enemies, all 

of which the show others in some form or another. Eor instanee, the opposing foree inelndes a 

“ZOG,” Anti-Defamation Leagne. https://www.adl.org/education/references/hate-svmbols/zog . 
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monstrous version of George Soros, a Jewish billionaire philanthropist and Demoeratie Party 
donor.^^ The protagonists, eonversely fight alongside well known figures in the far-right such as 
Alex Jones, the fonnder of the far-right news website InfoWars, and host of the radio show the 
Alex Jones Show,*'* and Riehard Speneer, fonnder of the ethno-nationalist National Poliey 
Institnte,*^ often eredited with eoining the term “Alt-Right.”*^ After the far-right army elaims 
vietory, one soldier identified as “R/TheDonald,” a referenee to a SnbReddit in which Trump 
supporters eongregate.*’ asks if their side has really won. In response, one of our titular three 
protagonists, Mnrdoeh, gives a speeeh ontlining the eonfiiet between the Alt-Right and ZOG.*^ 
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Episode Two: The Alt-Light Strikes Baek 

Episode two oontinues the story by introdneing the andienoe to a new oharaeter, William 
Luther Pieree, author of the infamous far-right novel The Tnrner Diaries^^ Pieree as a mentor 
and leader for the Alt-Right. The series also introdnees the eoneept of the “Alt-Light” members 
of the far-right who, aeeording to MM, do not aeeept ethno-nationalism, instead advoeating for 
the more moderate oivio-nationalism. These oharaoters betray the protagonists. One Alt-Light 
member Paul Joseph Watson, editor-at-large of InfoWars and host of his own far-right YouTube 
ohannel,^^ kills Peiree while the two of them, along with Mnrdooh, are away from the rest of the 
Alt-Right. Simultaneously, former Brietbart writer Milo Yiannopoulos, disliked by many in the 
far-right for his sexuality and Jewish identity,^^ and Mike Cernovioh, one of the main 
propagators of the far-right #PizzaGate eonspiraey,^"^ attaek the other Alt-Right soldiers 
inolnding Dr. Mnrdooh and Murdooh-ohan. 

Episode Three: Your Hero’s Jonrney 

Episode three pieks up where the seoond ended off. Mnrdooh kills Watson in response to 
Peiree’s assassination. Pieree’s ghost then appears before Mnrdoeh and tells him to seek training 
from George Linooln Rookwell, the fonnder of the Amerioan Nazi Party.^^ After being 
imprisoned by the Alt-Light, Dr. Mnrdoeh and Murdoch-Chan try to get R/TheDonald onto their 
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side by educating him about ethno-nationalism. The episode enlminates with R/TheDonald 

joining sides with the main eharaeters. 

Episode Four: The Last Stand of Implieit Whiteness 

Mnrdoeh begins to train with Rockwell who teaehes him “the ways of National- 

Soeialism.”^^ After leaving Rockwell, Mnrdoeh goes to enlist the help of eonservative Youtuber 

Steven Crowder,^^ reimagined as a sort of skin-head rough rider. Dr. Murdoch, Murdoch-chan, 

and R/TheDonald eseape to “Gastle Graeker Barrel”^^ where they meet Jared Taylor, a psendo- 

aeademie engenieist.^^ When Gastle Graeker Barrel is besieged by the forees of ZOG, Mnrdoeh, 

along with Crowder and his snpporters, arrive and save the ethno-nationalist forees. 

Episode Five: The Real Red Pill Blnes 

After defeating ZOG for the time being the trio split again to find more allies in their war. 
Mnrdoeh finds a young blaek girl abandoned in the woods who refnses to leave his side of most 
of the episode until he teaehes her national-soeialism and instmetors her to “teaeh [her] 
people”'°° the same. Dr. Mnrdoeh and Murdoch-chan form an allianee with a group they refer to 
as “happas” who are half-white and half-Asian, elaiming that they pose no threat to eaeh other, 
but both stand to lose if ZOG wins. 

Episode Six: Galaxv MM88 

This episode moves the eonfliet into a seienee fietion setting, staring with another brigade 
of far-right fignres reimagined as soldiers on a spaeeship. The ship is eventnally attaeked by 
ZOG. To the eharaeters’ shoek the enemies are both eapitalists and eommnnists, snpposed 
mutual enemies. Mnrdoeh and Murdoch-chan eseape to earth. Peiree, Dr. Mnrdoeh, and 
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R/TheDonald hide in the ship. Peiree tells the other two that while eapitalists and eommnnists 


seem different at first they are the same beeanse they nltimately are both beholden to money and 
therefore “serve the same master, ZOG.”^^^ ZOG forees then kill Murdoch-chan takes Mnrdoeh 
prisoner. 

Episode Seven: The Wanderer’s Ghoiee 

The last episode takes plaee several years after the first six episodes and shows a word where the 
Alt-Right lost and ZOG, rednbbed “the night” wins. Mnrdoeh wanders the dystopia alone in 
seareh of fignres ealled the Oraeles, mystieal fignres with the ability to ehange reality so that he 
ean revive his friends who died in the eonfliet. He rnns into two orphaned white ehildren Jen and 
Zee, as well as Oswald Mosley, the leader of the World War Two era British Union of 
Faseists.^'^^ The three join Mnrdoeh on his jonmey. Mnrdoeh eventnally finds the Oraeles who 
give him a ehoiee between a world eontrolled by mainstream Ameriean eonservatism and 
Ameriean liberalism. Mnrdoeh rejeets both instead killing the Oraeles, reinstating white power 
aeross the world. 
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Narrated and Narrating Events 


Data Table 1: Mardoeh Mardoeh’s Narrative Map 


Narrated Event 

Narrator: 

The Alt-Right 
(Ethno-Nationalists) 


The Murdochs 


The Old Guard 

Mordoeh 


Pieree/Mosley/ 

• Heroie 


Roekvvell/Taylor 

Dr. Murdoch 


• Wise 

• Seientifie 


• Witnessed 

Murdoch-chan 


the grovi/th 

• Anti- 
Feminist 


of ZOG 


Aodienee: 
“The VVesf 


Narrated Event: The 
Great Meme VVar 


The Positive Self 

• VVhite 

• Ethno-nationalist 

• Familial 

• Traditional 

• True ovvners of 
‘The VVest” 

• Heroie 

• Honest and 
Seientifie 


The Negative Other 


Anything not 
white 

Progressive 
Egalitarian 
Greedy 
Deceitful 
Either Jewish 
or eontrolled by 
Jewish People 


The eonstrnetion of the narrated and narrating events both serve to eonstrnet the Positive 
Self and Negative Other. The series’ mnltiple white nationalist eharaeters at varions points 
explain how they elassify and eategorize the world and people eonstitntes the narrating event as 
they present who is the Positive Self and who is the Negative Other. Ethno-nationalists eonstitnte 
the Positive Self, while everyone else is a monolithie Negative Other, elassified as ZOG. MM 
positions its explicitly ethno-nationalist eharaeters above any other gronp. This ereates a rigid 
hierarehy between two solely opposed forees in what Mnrdoeh refers to as “the Battle for 
America”*°^ This battle, also referred to as “The Great Meme War”^‘’'^ eonstitntes the narrated 
event. Eaeh episode presents an element that bnilds on the diehotomy between the two gronps. 
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The ethno-nationalist narrators inelnde the three Mnrdoehs as well as the fonr representatives of 
the twentieth eentnry far-right, Mosley, Peiree, Rockwell, and Taylor. These seven eharaeters 
express their views both throngh traditional dialogne and throngh impassioned speeehes. 

The Positive Self 

The ethno-nationalist eharaeters represent highly positioned valnes within the narrative. 
Mnrdoeh demonstrates his eommitment to ethno-nationalism by inspiring others. He gives 
impassioned speeehes before battles sneh as in episodes fonr and six. He also inspires others to 
beeome the ideal representation of white identity. He eonvinees Stephen Crowder and his 
snpporters to join the fight against ZOG and east off the negative pereeptions ZOG has foreed 
onto them.^'^^ Dr. Mnrdoeh and Jarod Taylor both put a “seientifie” spin on white snpremaey, 
eonehing the series’ raeism in a loose understanding of biology.^*^^ Murdoch-chan fnnetions 
primarily as an anti-feminist. She repeatedly eites her desire to be nothing more than to be a 
mother,^'^^ and laments how modem soeiety foreed her to waste time in sehool, rather than have 
ehildren.'^^ Mosley, Peiree, Rockwell, and Taylor all serve as an old guard of the far-right, as all 
were prominent fignres in 20th eentnry faseist movements. They frame the eonfliet throngh a 
now and then lens. Eaeh deseribes how in the past white people npheld western eivilization 
inelnding art, philosophy and seienee. 

The Negative Other 

The Negative Other, ZOG, always seeks to destroy white identity. The series also defines 
ZOG throngh its Jewish inflnenee. MM identifies eharaeters as Jewish throngh visnal signifiers 
such as religious elothing and using the Happy Merehant meme, a eommon anti-Semitie image 
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depieting Jewish people as treaeherons.^^^ Almost all eonfliet in MM is the resnlt of Jewish 
inflnenee. Jewish eharaeters eorrnpt a natnral order that the Alt-Right wants to retnm to. ZOG 
pnshes for ideas sneh as diversity and egalitarianism. Gharaeters who valne progress are always 
positioned as villainons, sneh as MA/’s depietion of Angela Merkel, who imprisons Murdoch;^^° 
greedy, such as the members of the Alt-Light who betray the movement for finaneial sneeess;'^' 
or are otherwise demonized as naive or ignorant.^^^ The one eharaeter to eross from the forees of 
ZOG to the Alt-Right is R/TheDonald, who, while eventnally radiealized, is still often portrayed 
as ehild-like. In episode six Dr. Mnrdoeh and Pieree find him asleep beeanse “someone told 
[him] to take a nap.”**^ 

The Happy Merehant.""^ 



Seleeting lndexícals 

Deieties 

To determine who MM elassifies as the Negative Other this paper will examine the 
person deieties and deseriptive words that refer to gronps, individnals and ideologies that aet in 
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opposition to the protagonists. To examine how MM frames the Positive Self this paper will 
examine the person deieties that referenee the Alt-Right. This paper will speeifieally foens on 
familial langnage, and langnage that deseribes what MM inelndes as part of white identity, also 
referred to a “westem eivilization,” or some variation thereof, thronghont the show. 

This paper also traeks the temporal and spatial deieties to see how it frames the sense of 
tradition it seeks to preserve versns the threats to tradition, and therefore the threats to 
ontologieal seenrity. Speeifieally, this paper will traek referenees to Alt-Right as npholding 
tradition and national sovereignty while the gronps that eonstitnte the Negative Other as newer, 
more modem, and other sneh similar deseriptions. This analysis will also traek spatial deieties 
that position the Negative Other as inhabiting plaees that symbolize modernity, primarily the 
presentation of eities in the series and what is positioned against them, primarily smaller 
eommnnities, sneh as towns. 

Lastly, this paper will traek the entextualization of how MM redefines the term “raeist” to 
signify qualities like honesty, truth, and adherenee to seienee. By openly embraeing the term 
“raeist” and assoeiating it with tmth, MM gives the term a new definition set apart from more 
negative assoeiations. MM’s story, steeped in anti-Semitism, positions its depietions of Jewish 
people as powerful and money obsessed. It thus further builds its monolithie Negative Other by 
indexing other negative gronps, espeeially the Alt-Light, as similarly money obsessed. 

Therefore, this analysis will traek two patterns of diseonrse. How MM’s eharaeters define the 
term “raeist” by positive assoeiations and by positioning it against diseonrse surrounding money. 
Construing and Configuring Indexicals 

The Positive Self IJpholds Ameriea while the Negative Other Brings Change 



MM uses familial person deieties in eonjnnetion with temporal and spatial deieties to 
eonstrnet an imagined white Ameriea nnder threat from ZOG. Aeross the seven episodes ethno- 
nationalist eharaeters nse familial langnage to deseribe both their fellow soldiers as well as the 
white raee as a whole. In doing so MM makes raee synonymons with family. Fnrther by 
portraying ZOG as destrnetive to that family MM presents progressivism as equally destnietive. 
MM bolsters this by using temporal and spatial deieties to tie this familial terminology to a 
strnggle for who eontrol the United States. By assoeiating the familial Alt-Right with an Ameriea 
ereated for any by white individnals and ZOG as an agent of ehange that would eompletely erase 
that white Ameriea, MM positions any soeial ehange as dangerons to its viewer’s sense of 
seenrity. 

Below, Data Table One shows the familial langnage used to refer to white or Alt-Right 
eharaeters throughout the seven episodes. Data Table Two shows all the gronps, people, and 
ideologies that MM positions as part of ZOG and thus a monolithie Negative Other. Lastly, Data 
Table Three breaks down the numerous referenees to Jewish people as members of ZOG. 

Data Table 2: Familial Langaage used to refer to the Alt-Right or White People as a whole. 


Word/Phrase 

Nnmber of Oeeorrenees 

Word/Phrase 

Nnmber of Oeenrrenees 

Bom 

1 

Grandehildren 

1 

Brother 

6 

Home 

1 

Brother’s war 

2 

Homeland 

1 

Ghildren 

5 

House 

1 

Cousins 

1 

Husbands 

1 

Danghter 

1 

Mother 

3 

Deseendants 

1 

Posterity 

1 

Family 

2 

Son 

1 

Father 

5 

Wife 

1 











































Latherland 

1 

Wives 

1 

Lorefather 

2 

Total 

39 


Data Table 3: Who Makes Up the Enemy (Gronps/People/Ideologies) 


Enemy 

Nnmber of Times 
Mentioned 

Enemy 

Nnmber of 

Times Mentioned 

Abraham Lineoln 

1 

Jewish People"^ 

30 

Afriean Amerieans 

10 

Mike Gernovieh 

1 

Alt-Light“» 

4 

Liberals 

1 

Baby Boomers 

2 

The Left 

1 

Baraek Obama 

1 

LGBTQh- 

4 

Bnzzfeed 

1 

London 

1 

Gapitalists"® 

3 

Mao Zedong 

1 

Givie Nationalism 

2120 

Marxist/Marxism 

5 

Gommnnists/ 

Gommnnism 

4 

New World Order 

1 

Demoerats 

2 

Open Soeiety 

Lonndation^^' 

1 

Egalitarianism/ 

Ultra-Egalitarianism 

1 

Professors 

1 

Leminist/Leminism 

2 

Progressives/ 

Progressivism 

1 

[German] 

Government 

1 

Shia LeBeonf 

1 

Globalists/Globalism 

4 

SJWsl22 

2 


See Data Table 4 for a full list of terms used to refer to Jevvish people. 

This is potentially under eonnted. See, Limitations seetion. 

Unlike other ideologies and their snpporters MM makes it elear it has made a distinetion betvveen eapitalism and 
eapitalists stating eapitalism itself as “a great eeonomie tool” but only as good “as the people using” ZOG. Mnrdoeh 
Mnrdoeh. “Galaxy MM88” 

This is potentially under eonnted. See, Limitations seetion. 

“George Soros - Open Soeiety Fonnder and Ghair.” Open Soeiety Fonndations. 
https://www.opensocietvfoundations.org/george-soros 

Short for “Soeial Jnstiee Warrior,” SJW gained widespread in online diseonrse dnring “GamerGate” a 
eonservative baeklash to an inerease in feminist theory-based eritieism of the video game indnstry. See, Abby 
Ohlheiser, “Why 'Soeial Jnstiee Warrior,' a Gamergate Insnlt, Is Now a Dietionary Entry,” The Washington Post 
(WP Gompany, Oetober 7, 2015). https://www.washingtonpost.eom/news/the-intersect/wp/2015/10/07/whv-social- 
iustice-warrior-a-gamergate-insult-is-now-a-dictionarv-entrv/ 





























Haiti 

1 

Soeiety 

1 

Hippies 

3 

Television 

1 

Hollywood 

2 

The Vatiean 

1 

The International 
Finanee System 

3 

The Welfare State 

1 



Total 

106 


Data Table 4; Discursive Negative Referenees to Jewish People 


Phrase 

Namber of 
Oeearrenees 

Phrase 

Nnmber of 
Oeenrrenees 

Based Jew 

1 

Satanie Kike 

1 

High IQ Individnals 

1 

Skipes 

1 

Israel 

1 

Synagogue of 

Satan 

1 

Jew/Jews 

2 

(((They/Them))) 

123 

4 

Jewish Stuff 

1 

They (without 
((())) but 
explicitly made 
elear to be Jewish) 

1 

JQ 

3 

ZOG 

3 

Jewy Celeb 

1 

Zionists 

1 

The Jew Karl Marx 

1 

Those who eontrol 
both [Gapitalists 
and Communists] 

1 

Kike 

6 

Total 

30 


Alt-Right eharaeters oeeasionally use familial person deieties literally, sneh as when 
Mnrdoeh instmets “wives” to “kiss [their] hnsbands goodbye.”^^"^ However more often it serves 
as a metaphor, showing nnity among white people. For instanee, at one point Dr. Mnrdoeh tells 


The plaeement of ((()))) around a word has beeome a symbol in far-right diseonrse to indieate a person is Jewish 
or under Jewish inflnenee See, “Eeho.” Anti-Defamation League. https://www.adl.org/education/references/hate- 
symbols/eeho 

Murdoch Mnrdoeh. “The Real Red Pill Blues.” 


























Murdoch “I know we’re not brothers, but we’re brothers,”^^^ implying a deeper sense of 
eommnnity that literal familial ties. What follows is an analysis of key seenes that provide 
context and meaning to these data tables, speeifieally how Mnrdoeh ties raee to family and how 
the series ereates its key eonfliet with ZOG. The series first establishes the parameters of the 
eonfliet in episode one dnring Mnrdoeh’s speeeh to the Alt-Right soldiers. A transeript of the 
relevant parts of that speeeh is presented below. 

Seetion of Mardoeh’s Speeeh in The Great Meme War of 2016.*^^ _ 

2:34-2:56 Mnrdoeh: Ugh Marxism, Feminism, Ultra-Egalitarianism, They’re all the same. We faee an enemy that 
ean never be fnlly defeated. You ean salt the fields, poison the wells, but they always eome baek. 


2:56-3:06 R/TheDonald erying. Murdoch looks sympathetie and plaees his arm on him 


3:06-3:59 Murdoch: Take heart brother for today we’ve elaimed a great vietory. One that the eneks and liberals 
said couldn’t be made. They said it’d take a miraele. That onr people would willingly dispossess themselves of 
their own home and that we would forfeit our posterity to an alien identity. That our ehildren shonld be made 
minorities in the lands of their forefathers. But through our unity of pnrpose, our refusal to surrender and our faith 
in one another we have overeome the all but impossible odds that were arrayed against us. We’ve said “not this 
time, not this day, not on onr watch. We men of the West.” I’ve seen strangers beeome friends, and I’ve seen 
friends die for eaeh other. 


3:59-4:02 More mid shots of Alt-Right figures as well as Murdoch-Chan 


4:02-5:09 Mnrdoeh: You of the 14th battalion and you of the 88th meme brigade I saw you there when 
Pennsylvania was wrested from the eontrol of the enemy. I watched the eavalry eharge the enemy flanks in 
Wisconsin. I gazed in awe at the endless shelling that lit up the skies of Miehigan. Someday you’ll tell your 
grandehildren about the Great Meme War of 2016 and how you were part of a movement that fonght for Ameriea. 
Not the Ameriea of Obama and the progressives and the globalists, but the Ameriea of your fathers. So, while we 
here today eelebrate let us not forget the long road ahead. It was you who dared to dream the memes of our 
forefathers and let us ensure that our stmggle will have not been in vain. And so, we will fight on as soldiers, as 
brothers, as friends. 


In this speeeh Mnrdoeh positions both the Alt-Right and ZOG, and nses temporal, spatial, 
and person deieties to establish an imagined Ameriea that the Alt-Right fights for. Mnrdoeh 
immediately establishes ZOG’s eomponent gronps as the Negative Other, listing out several 
gronps, “Marxism, feminism, [and] nltra-egalitarianism” later adding in progressives, Baraek 
Obama, and globalism.^^^ He says the Alt-Right shonld make no distinetion between these 
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groups, telling his foiiowers “[tjhey’re aii the same...an enemy.”^^* By eontrast, Mnrdoeh 
eonstrnets the Ait-Right, through famiiiai ianguage. He eaiis R/TheDonaid “brother”^^^ which he 
iater repeats, expanding the iabei to aii of the Ait-Right saying they aii wiii fight on “as soidiers, 
as brothers, as friends.”'^^ These famiiiai deseriptors estabiish a sense of unity tied to white 
identity. 

That unity is fnrther eonstrneted throngh an imagined shared heritage. Using the famiiiai 
deieties in eonjnnetion with spatiai deieties Mnrdoeh eaiis the United States “the Ameriea of 
your forefathers.”'^' By eontrast there aiso exists a possibie “Ameriea of Obama and the 
progressives and the giobaiists.” Which direetiy threatens the enrrent Ameriea beeanse it seeks to 
make the true Amerieans “minorities” and bring an “aiien” group to power.^^^ This framing 
demonstrates Mnrdoeh eonstrneting an imagined aii white eommnnity. An imagined eommnnity 
is a faise presentation of a nation-state that eonstrnets an often-homogenous iegitimate 
membership and exciudes aii other groups. Therefore, to have nationai beionging one must first 
be a member of the imagined eommnnity.*^^ By saying that there is an Ameriea ereated by the 
Ait-Right’s forefathers, and one that exists in opposition to it, honsing gronps that are 
eategorieaiiy not within the Positive Seif, Mnrdoeh eonstrnets his imagined Ameriea as a white 
ethno-state. This white Ameriea eannot, aeeording to Mnrdoeh, exist at the same time as any 
other. 


Mardoeh Mnrdoeh. “The Great Meme War of 2016.” 

™ Murdoch Mnrdoeh. “The Great Meme War of 2016.” 

Murdoch Murdoch. “The Great Meme War of 2016.” 

Murdoch Murdoch. “The Great Meme War of 2016.” 

Murdoch Murdoch. “The Great Meme War of 2016.” 

Hilary Parsons Diek. Words ofPassage: National Longing and the Imagined Lives of Mexican Migrants. 
IJniversity of Texas Press, 2018. 46-47. 



Murdoch also uses temporal deieties to add a faeet to the eonfliet that pits progress 
against tradition faeet to the eonfliet over which imagined Ameriea exists. “Forefathers”^^^ 
implies that the imagined white Ameriea has a more legitimate elaim. Their aneestors ereated 
Ameriea, whereas ZOG seeks to ehange who already eontrols it, replaeing its fonnders with new 
gronps. By inelnding globalism Mnrdoeh also taps into longstanding far-right propaganda that 
argnes globalism replaees the rightfnl owners of a eonntry with ontside forees.'^® In this speeeh 
Mnrdoeh establishes a diehotomy wherein the Alt-Right proteets the imagined white Ameriea. 

By eontrast, the Negative Other bring new gronps into power, destroying the original Ameriea. 

MM fnrther bnilds on metaphorieal white family in how it deseribes war, separating wars 
between western nations apart from other eonfliets. When Dr. Mnrdoeh and Murdoch-chan go to 
seek help from a “tribe” of “happas,” their slur for half-Asian, half-white individnals, their leader 
asks if their “ehildren will be foreed into eamps, reeognized as sub-human.”^'^‘’ Dr. Mnrdoeh 
refntes this assessment of genoeide by saying “history is a litany of war and conquest for 
resources” distinet from “brothers’ wars.”*"^' MA/repeats this when Oswald Mosley gives his 
interpretation of World War Two ealling it a “brothers’ war, a needless thing” that “eost the 
pride of [his] nation.”^"^^ Alt-Right eharaeters fnrther reinforee the idea of “brothers’ wars” with 
temporal deieties eategorizing raeial gronps as parts of unique homes. Murdoch-ehan says to the 
leader of the half Asian group that ZOG will ereate a “blight” on “both [their] houses.”^‘^^ The 
ehoiee of the words “both” and the plnral version of house implies mutual exclusivity. The 


Mmdoeh Mmdoeh. “The Great Meme War of 2016.” 

Strauss. “Anti-Globalism’s Jewish Problem.” 60. 

Mmdoeh Mmdoeh. “The Real Red Pill Blues.” The Far-right has a eomplieated relationship with its views on 
Asian people with many members fetishize Asian women. See, Andrea Lim, “The Alt-Right's Asian Fetish,” The 
New York Times (The New York Times, Jannary 6, 2018). 
https://www.nvtimes.eom/2018/01/06/opinion/sundav/alt-right-asian-fetish.html . 
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repetition of war between what MM sees as white nations as pointless and nnnatnral beeanse they 


go against the family is fnrther reinforeed by temporal deieties that present it as a violating 
tradition. 

Episode seven shows what happens when white Ameriea loses tradition nsing spatial 

deieties to establish the eity as a eenter of the ills ZOG ereates. Mnrdoeh and the two ehildren 

who end up joining him, Jen and Zee first diseover Mosley in a stoekade with two white ehildren 

throwing tomatoes at him. The ehildren labeled Mosley a “filthy raeist.”^"^"^ Mnrdoeh asks 

Mosley how he eonld have wound up in a stoekade for being a “raeist” by inquiring about the 

state of the families in the town: 

Murdoch’s question to Mosely.'^^ 

4:52-4:54 Mnrdoeh: Where are all the adnlts in this town? 

4:54-5:10 Oswald Mosley: They grew bored with being parents. They all deeided to mn far away to the eities so 
they could live forever. Now everything is falling apart. 

MM uses “raeist” as an evalnative indexical to positively index the far-right 
(demonstrated in the next seetion of this analysis) and its members as assoeiated with 
tmthfnlness. Pnnishing Mosley for his raeism demonstrates that these ehildren, cut off from their 
lineage, have consequently rejeeted the tradition that MM aseribes as valnes of the far-right and 
ethno-nationalism. MM here employs spatial deieties to position the eity as part of the Negative 
Other positioning with regards to the town versns the eity. Mnrdoeh refers to their loeation, 
named Mayfair, as a “town,” as opposed to the “eities” another spatial deietie.^"^® Mosley also 
uses the temporal deietie “now” to say that the “falling apart” happened both after and beeanse 
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the parents ran to the eities. MM thns states that the eities eansed the parents to abandon their 
proper role. 

The depietion of the eity in episode seven, dnbbed Neo-Babylon, also shows a 
monolithie, modem, enemy that is destmetive to tradition and the family. The name itself 
indexes modemity with the temporal deietie “neo” as its prefix. The gronp gets separated and 
Mnrdoeh finds Jen eovered in makenp in a strip club ealled “Mao’s Plaee” explaining she signed 
a eontraet with Jewish Hollywood prodneer who has a Happy Merehant faee. Jen tells Mnrdoeh 
the prodneer will make her a movie star. Murdoch, and the narrative by extension, eonflates this 
with the sex workers in the strip club. Murdoch tells her “there will always be whores. You 
should not strive to be one.”^"^^ The visnal and lingnistie signs show that the eity, like it did to the 
parents of Mayfair, eorrnpts Jen. 

Jen before making a Hollyvvood eontraet. 
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The Positive Self as Truth and the Negative Other as Greedy 

MM erafts the truthful raeist as an emergent emblem. MM goes to great lengths to 
assoeiate raeism with qualities such as honesty and truthfulness. The show both wants its 
andienee to believe that raeists ideas are aeenrate and that its heroie protagonists embody raeism. 
By eontrast, members of ZOG often operate in bad faith, driven solely by desires for money and 
power. MM fnrther uses this diehotomy to present its anti-Semitism. This is done throngh 
assoeiations of raeism with seienee, absolnte diehotomies, false analogy and ntilizing the 
familial, temporal and spatial deieties disenssed above. This assoeiation emerges throughout the 
narrative and is ontlined below in data table five. By presenting money as the Alt-Light’s only 
motivation and then assoeiating Jewish people in eontrol of money MM adds another layer to its 
Negative Other. 

Data Table 5: How MM enregisters the truthful raeist indexical‘^^ _ 


Positive Self 

Member 

Assoeiation 

Versns 

Negative Other Member 

Assoeiation 

Mnrdoeh 

Believing in evolntion 
synonymons with raeism 

Versns 

Panl Joseph Watson 

Believes raeism is 
wrong 

Mnrdoeh 

Refnses to renonnee the 
trnth: raee realism and the 

JQ 

Versns 

Panl Joseph Watson 

Believes abandoning 
raee realism is the 
only way “forward” 

Mnrdoeh 

Refnses to renonnee the 

Versns 

Panl Joseph Watson 

Only eoneerned with 


Murdoch Murdoch. “The Wanderer’s Choice.” 

This Data table only presents the key seenes deseribed vvithin this paper. Hovvever more pairings exist in the 
narrative. See limitations seetion. 














Versus R/TheDonald 


Raeism is equal to Versus R/The Donald 

keeping paint eolors 

separate 

Fight for tmth above all Versns Milo Yiannoponlos, Mike 

else Cernovich 

Believes elass stmggles is Versns Gapitalists and 

false raeial infighting Communists 

Reeognizes Jevvish Versns ZOG 

inflnenee over modern 

eapitalism 

Laments the white raee Versns The Oraeles 

fighting itself 

Heroie, refnses to aeeept Versns The Oraeles 

false ehoiees 


This diehotomy first occurs in episode two when Mnrdoeh disensses the eoneept of 
raeism with Panl Joseph Watson, who by the end of the episode is revealed to be a member of 
the Alt-Light. 

Mnrdoeh’s views on evolntion, _ 

2:24-2:30 William Luther Pieree sleeps, snoring loudly 

2:31-2:35 PJW: Christ, He’s just as unbearable sleeping as he is awake! 

2:35-2:47 Mnrdoeh: Go easy on him Paul Joseph. I know he’s a hard ass but imagine how you would feel if your 
theories on aliens were as ridienled as his politieal ideas are 

2:47-2:50 PJW: He’s a raeist, bigot, xenophobe 

2:50-2:54 Mnrdoeh: Do you believe in evolntion or not Paul Joseph? 

2:54-2:58 PJW: E-Evolution? What’s that have to do with it? 

2:58-3:19 Mnrdoeh: It has everything to do with it. These days they keep pnshing this eoneept that everybody’s 
the same. That all raees of men shonld live in the same home. But what if we’re not all the same? What if our 


Murdoch-chan 


Alt-Right Eorees 

William Lnther 
Pieree 


William Lnther 
Pieree 


Oswald Mosley 

Mnrdoeh 


selling prodnet 

Ealsely believes 
raeism is part of 
Negative Other 

Ealsely believes 
raeism is part of 
Negative Other 

Leave the movement 
for profit 

Pit brother against 
brother with false 
elass war 

Gontrols those 
eoneerned with 
money 

Gontrol pereeption 
of reality 

Present false ehoiees 
that leave them in 
power 


tmth for finaneial gain 
Dr. Mnrdoeh “We” are the raeists 
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insistenee on egalitarianism does more harm to people than good? 

Here, MM begins to redefine raeism. Redefinition itself is a long nsed far-right tool to 
reframe extreme views as logieal and benefieial.^^^ In this seene Watson deseribes Pieree as “a 
raeist, bigot, [and] xenophobe.”'^^ Mnrdoeh retorts with an absolntist diehotomy, asking “[d]o 
yon believe in evolntion or not?”*^’ This frames the two eoneepts, raeism and believing in 
evolntion as intereonneeted and therefore believing in one neeessitates believing in the other. 
Watson is either a raeist, and therefore a believer in evolntion, or he is not a raeist, and rejeets 
seienee. Mnrdoeh also assoeiates rejeeting seienee with progressivism. Mnrdoeh begins his 
pontifieation with the phrase “these days”^^^ a temporal deietie inferring the issnes as new and in 
opposition to the era of MM’s aforementioned forefathers. While when “these days” began is 
nebnlons, Mnrdoeh eonstmets the “these days” as synonymons with the growth in left leaning 
gronps. Mnrdoeh eontinnes that “they keep pnshing this eoneept that everybody’s the same.” 
“Goneept” implies a laek of faetnal basis, nnlike “raeist” which is assoeiated with the seientifie 
term “evolntion.” He flirther solidifies the shakiness of egalitarianism nsing the word “pnshing,” 
implying a degree of nnnatnralness. If equality were innate there would be no need for the yet 
unidentified “they” to push it. Murdoch fhrther uses the familial term “home.” Sinee MM has 
already assoeiated the idea that raee equals family in the previons episode the viewer here ean 
infer that these two eoneepts, “all raees of men” and “the same home” eannot exist at onee. Thus, 
Murdoch concludes with the question: “What if our insistenee on egalitarianism does more harm 
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to people than good?”^^^ By this point in the narrative M had made it’s answer elear. 
Egalitarianism is nnnatnral, foreed on white Ameriea by an nnidentified “they.” 

The next positive assoeiation between raeism and trnth eomes in episode three when Dr. 
Mnrdoeh and Murdoch-Chan attempt to teaeh R/TheDonald abont ethno-nationalism. After the 
Civic-Nationalists have imprisoned Dr. Mnrdoeh and Murdoch-chan, Dr. Murdoch asks 
R/TheDonald, assigned to guard the two, “do you like science?”^^° R/TheDonald responds by 
saying “I don’t speak to raeists.”^^^ to which Dr. Mnrdoeh says “Don’t be so elosed minded. 
Seienee ean be fun, even if it is kind of raeist.”'®^ Here the narrative bnilds on the positioning 
between raeism and egalitarianism presented in Mnrdoeh’s disenssion with Watson. Dr. 
Mnrdoeh uses the term “seienee” and R/TheDonald refers to him as a “raeist.”^^^ In the seene 
R/TheDonald’s use of term beeomes a deietie of diseonrse, it “stand[s] in”^®'^ for the term 
seienee, positioning the two as synonymons which is reinforeed when Dr. Mnrdoeh affirms that 
seienee is, aeeording to him, raeist. Fnrther he deseribes R/TheDonald’s opposition to hearing 
raeist views as “elose minded”^^^ snggesting it is inaeenrate. The term “raeist” is then direetly 
tied to the protagonists in the following seetion from the same seene. 

Dr. Mardoeh trying to “edaeate” R/TheDonald. _ 

2:40-2:44 Dr. Mardoeh: So, you see R/TheDonald Civic Nationalism is destined to failiire because of biologieal- 
[cut off by R/TheDonald] 

2:44-2:52 R/The Donald: Whoa! Check out this based blaek guy with a Trump hat. The Demoerats are the real 
raeists. 

2:52- Dr. Murdoch: No God damnit! We are! Murdoch-Chan it’s impossible. He’s fnnetionally retarded. 


Mmdoeh Mnrdoeh. “The Alt-Light Strikes Baek.” 
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Dr. Murdoch uses the person deietie “we”^^^ to identify who the raeists are. The andienee 
ean infer from the context of the seene that Dr. Mnrdoeh means both himself and the Alt-Right 
as a whole sinee the two were imprisoned for refnsing to renonnee ethno-nationalism.^^^ 
Demoerats, by eontrast, eannot be raeists aeeording to MM. The series has so far positioned them 
as harbingers of diversity which exists within the Negative Other. The emblem of raeism is 
reserved for the eonstmeted “we” that value seienee and tmth. 

Murdoch-chan then bnilds on this enregisterment throngh enphemism and analogy. After 
Dr. Mnrdoeh fails to eonvinee R/TheDonald, framed as ehildish for his beliefs, Murdoch-chan 
uses paint eolors as a metaphor for her raeist beliefs. 

Murdoch-chan’s eolor analogy.*^^ _ 

3:35-3:39 Mnrdoeh-ehan: Oh R/TheDonald. Be earefnl yon don’t want to mix them all [the eolors] together. 

3:39-3:41 R/TheDonald: Well why not? 

3:41-3:55 Mnrdoeh-ehan: Well then yon wouldn’t have any eolors but one. You have to keep the eolors separate 
if you want to keep the eolors. You know, a lot of people hate me beeanse I think eaeh eolor has to have its own 
plaee on the pallet. 

3:55-3:57 R/TheDonald: Well why would someone hate you for that? 

4:00-4:02 Murdoch-chan: What’s your favorite eolor R/TheDonald? 

4:02-4:03 R/TheDonald: Red white and blue 

4:04-4:14 Murdoch-chan: Well don’t you know that those ean’t be made by mixing other eolors together? So, if 
you mix them all you ean’t get them baek 

By using paint as her enphemism Murdoch-chan rednees different people gronps to one 
eharaeteristie that she and, by extension, the narrative, has deemed essential: Their skin eolor. 
Murdoch-chan entangles the two ideas so thoronghly that when she says “a lot of people hate me 
beeanse I think eaeh eolor has to have its own plaee on the pallet.”^^® The andienee ean infer that 
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she is not only referring to paint. She is talking abont her advoeaey for ethno-nationalism. By 
nsing eolor as a enphemism Murdoch-chan paints this opposition as nonsensieal beeanse, as she 
says, if one mixed all the eolors on a pallet “then you wouldn’t have any eolors but one.”^^' This 
is true for the objeet of her literal dialogue, i.e. the eolors on a painter's pallet, but because she is 
indexing throngh her metaphor opposition to raeial diversity as well she indexes that her seeond 
snpposition is just as obvious. This sense of obvionsness leads R/TheDonald to ask, “why would 
someone hate you for that?”^^^ MM eonveys that opposing raeial pnrity is just as absurd as hating 
someone for not wanting only one eolor left on a pallet. 

This event eonelndes with a direet eonneetion to ontologieal seenrity. R/TheDonald 
state’s his favorite eolor is “red, white, and blue.”*’^ In doing so he uses a deietie of discourse 
that indexes the Ameriean flag, made elear due to his assoeiation with eivie-nationalism. 
R/TheDonald often he drapes himself in an Ameriean flag at almost all points in the series. 

When Murdoch-chan responds by pointing out that these are primary eolors that eannot be 
ereated throngh mixing other eolors MM implies that this is true of the United States. If one 
eannot ereate the United States from mixing raees, then it must belong to whichever group 
founded it, white people in A/M’s framing, and mixing that group with other raees would erase it. 
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MM explains ZOG’s opposition to raeism as pnrely motivated by greed. Watson for 
instanee responds to Mnrdoeh’s speeeh on evolntion by trying to sell him Brain Foree, a line of 
energy pills InfoWars sells.^^^ MM ereates a binary betvveen the two forees’ goals. Watson does 
not respond to Mnrdoeh’s view that egalitarianism harms people with any argnment, but rather 
ignores it entirely and replaees diseonrse with produet beeause ZOG does not eare about the 
truth. 

Paul Joseph Watson attempting to sell Murdoch Brain Foree.*^^ _ 

4:42-4:52 PJW: Pause. Huh, Oh M^rdoeh, you’re not thinking, straight are you? I know what you need. You need 
some Brain Foree. Pulls out bottle. 

4:52-4:54 Murdoch looks dismayed 

Later, when Mnrdoeh and Watson engage in a battle after Watson assassinates Peiree, 
Watson again tries to entiee Mnrdoeh with prodnet, and adds on the additional possibility of 
Mnrdoeh himself making a similar profit. MM fnrther reinforees its eonstrneted binary ehoiee 
throngh more person and temporal deieties. 

Paul Joseph Watson attempting to eonvinee Mnrdoeh to join the Alt-Light.*^^ _ 

9:15-9:30 PJW: Forget about the old man Mnrdoeh. Imagine how many T-Shirts you could sell to an andienee 
like mine. You could, dare I say it, even have your own snpplement line. 


9:30-9:33 Mnrdoeh: Paul Joseph you did this? 


9:34-9:41 PJW: Ethno-nationalism must be destroyed. eivie nationalism is the true way forward, to real progress. 


9:44-9:48 Murdoch: Progress? Paul Joseph, only an SJW, speaks in such terms. 


9:48-9:58 PJW: You have one opportnnity to join us. Renounce raee realism and never speak of the JQ again or I 
will destroy you here and now. 


9:58-10:00 Mnrdoeh: Fll never join you! 
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Watson makes a direet appeal to Mnrdoeh’s potential finaneial benefit. He referenees 
both MM's own line of T-Shirts/^^ and the ehanee to expand their market by selling snpplements 
as he does. MM's ehoiee to use InfoWars’ line of supplements should also be noted, as many 
have eited Brain Foree as ineffeetive.^^^ By using Brain Foree as an example of how the Alt- 
Light profits by “selling out” MM portrays moderation as fraudulent. Watson uses temporal and 
spatial deieties, telling Mnrdoeh to abandon the “old” and move “fonvard” to “progress.”^^® Both 
eharaeters also employ absolnte terms that allow for no middle gronnd between either position. 
Watson refers to eivie nationalism as “the true way” and that ethno-nationalism “must be 
destroyed.”^^^ 

This seene also identifies anti-Semitism as logieal. Watson says that to leave the Alt- 
Right and ethno-nationalism Mnrdoeh must renounoe raoe realism and the Raoe realism is 
the belief in snpposed soientifio evidenee for differenees among raeial gronps.^^^ The JQ, short 
for the “Jewish Question,” is a eommon refrain in far-right disoonrse dating baok to the 19th 
eentnry. The question snpposes that there must be a sinister oonneetion between the nnmber of 
Jewish people in positions of anthority and a global Jewish oonspiraoy.^*'^ By following 
Mnrdoeh’s positioning of raeism as a tmth pushed baek against by an nnidentified “they” this 
seene plaees the enregisted indexioal, raoe realism, as that trnth and beings the prooess of 
solidifying the “they” as Jewish people, more speeifieally ZOG. ZOG is therefore MM’s answer 
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to the JQ. MM here begins to snggest that the answer to why they see Jewish people as holding 
some sort of disproportionate level of inflnenee is beeanse Jewish people eontrol the 
govemment. 

MM bnilds on this diehotomy a few seenes later when Milo Yiannopolons gives Dr. 
Mnrdoeh, Murdoch-chan and the the Alt-Right forees the same ehoiee as Murdoch, almost word 
for word. Milo Yiannopolous attaeks the group with a number of monstrous creatures, all with 
the Happy Merehant faee. He also reveals that on Alt-Right members, Mike Gernovieh, betrayed 
the movement for finaneial gain. When Gemovieh says that ethno-nationalism will never have as 
far as reaeh as he will by leaving the movement Dr. Mnrdoeh reinforees the notion that the Alt- 
Right is based in tmth.^^^ This onee again presents an absolnte binary. Gharaeters either snpport 
ZOG for finaneial gain or nphold the tmth. 

Dr. Murdoch arguing with Milo Yiannopolous.*^^ _ 

7:19-7:21 Dr. Mardoeh: It’s not abont the andienee. It’s abont the trnth. 

7:22-7:31 Milo Yiannoponlos: I will give you one ehanee to join us. All you have to do is renounce raee realism 
and never speak again of the JQ 

7:31-7:33 IJnnamed Alt-Right Soldier: Never you Gommie scum! 



Milo Yiannopoulos with two Happy Merehant monsters 
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MM's most explicit eonneetion between Jewish people and eontrol eomes when Peiree 
eonflates eapitalism and eommnnism beeanse, aeeording to him, both ereate false eonfliet among 
people of the same raee. In episode six Peiree explains the eonneetion. 

William Luther Peiree’s diseassion on Communism and Capitalism with R/The Donald and Dr. Murdoch. _ 

11:28-11:36 Dr. Miirdoeh: Peiree, it looked like eapitalists were working with the eommnnists baek there. 

They’re mortal enemies. Why would they be working together? 

11:35-11:40 WLP: Because those who eontrol both desire the same thing 


11:40-11:43 R/TheDonald: But I thought eapitalism was the greatest gift of mankind. 


11:45-11:49 Dr. Mnrdoeh: It’s a great eeonomie tool R/TheDonald, but tools are only as good as the people using 
them 


11:50-11:59 WLP: The new world order sehemers are absolntely determined to have their way. They have been 
able to go a long way toward their goal by using subterfuge and depiet 


12:00-12:02 Dr. Miirdoeh: What do you mean they desire the same thing? 


12:02-12:15 WLP: Both foment elass strnggle setting rieh against poor and brother against brother. One strikes 
from the upper elass, the other from the lower elass, but they both serve the same master: ZOG. 


Later Pieree adds: 


12:23-12:35 WLP: Was it not the Jew Karl Marx who eoined the term eapitalism, redneing the complexity of our 
system of productive enterprise to merely one of its eomponent parts: money? 

By argrting that two seemingly opposite gronps are aetnally the same beeanse they ereate 
artifieial division among white people the show bnilds on the show’s familial deieties to fnrther 
portray all non-ethno-nationalist gronps as equally dangerons. Peiree bnilds on Dr. Mnrdoeh’s 
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previous distinetion between different wars by rejeeting that eonfliet over resonrees ean ever be 
elass based. Instead he defines the partieipants in a elass stmggle with the familial deieties to 
highlight their nnnatnralness in the same way Mosely will in episode seven and Dr. Mnrdoeh did 
in episode five. Pieree also identifies ZOG as the ereator of this nnnatnral eonfliet. MM frames 
ZOG’s goals as unnatural and dishonest and therefore ineompatible with the goals of the ethno- 
nationalists. Peiree uses the person deietie “their” twice in deseribing what ZOG is after. ZOG 
pursues “their goal” and what “they seek,” framing is as opposite of the Alt-Right’s goals. He 
fnrther states ZOG aets in bad faith by using “subterfuge and depiet.” Lastly, by identifying Karl 
Marx as “the Jew” and stating that he eoined the term eapitalism Pieree not only blames Jewish 
people for perpetnating this false division, he blames them for ereating the divisions as well. 

The assoeiation between Jndaism, money, and eontrol enlminates with the introdnetion of 
the Oraeles. Mosley first deseribes the Oraeles as those who eontrol “all matters of our reality... 
they ean alter what is pereeived as good and evil... they ean inflnenee the minds of kings and 
nations.”^^^ This deseription begins to imply to the viewer that the Oraeles are themselves Jewish 
due both to ZOG’s nature as a eonspiraey theory surrounding Jewish eontrol over governments 
and MM’s emergent presentation of Jewish eontrol up to this point. The series makes the 
implieation even elearer when Mnrdoeh travels to their loeation the sign above the entranee says 
“Welcome Zionists” with a Star of David. The main oraele as well wears a tallit, a Jewish prayer 
shawl and a wide brimmed hat reminiseent of a Hasidie Jewish person might wear. Fnrther the 
Oraeles require Murdoch to both sign a eontraet, just as the Hollywood producer made Jen do, 
and pay for the opportnnity to answer their question. 


Murdoch Mardoeh. “The Wanderer’s Ghoiee.” 



The Oraeles’ question itself is the culmination of all the evalnation Mnrdoeh has 
presented throughout the narrative presenting Jewish people as the masterminds behind all other 
forees of the Negative Other. The Oraeles tell Mnrdoeh he must ehoose between two options. 

The left, visnalized by a statne of a donkey, which will fill him with “eompassion and love” but 
will lead his people “to be dominated, destined to watch [their] women raped and [their] fathers’ 
graves desieeated.”^^^ The right, visnalized by a statnte of an elephant, by eontrast will give him 
“the greatest military man has ever seen ” but will cause his people to “always fight wars for 
nothing” and that his “ehildren will die in ditehes in lands far away for no more for a few eoins 
to a handfhl of rieh men.”*^^ Mnrdoeh’s ehoiee to instead kill the Oraeles eanses the world retnrn 
to a pre-ZOG state of being inelnding Jen and Zee’s parents retnming to normal and the sun 
rising with the Sonnenrad, a Nazi symbol,'^^ plaeed over it. To do so he uses his sword which 
Mosley previously had imbued with the “power of faseism.”^^^ By killing the Oraeles, Mnrdoeh 
rejeets ZOG’s false diehotomy, that his people must pay some sort of priee for a benefit while 
still nltimately der ZOG’s eontrol, and instead uses the strength of faseism to rebnild the old 
word of tradition and the imagined white Ameriea. 
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One of the Oraeles, vvearing a wide brimmed hat and Tallit'^* 



Conclusions and Interpreting Cross Event Interpretations 

Through the use of deieties and the raeist emblem MM ereates a narrative wherein the 
heroie Alt-Right defeat ZOG, the manifestation of ehange that threatens white identity. MM 
portrays any agent of ehange, or even more moderate movements within the far-right, as 
inherently destrnetive to what they see as the natnral order and their imagined Ameriea. The Alt- 
Right in the narrative proteets white identity and tradition, which it eonstrnets throngh eohesive 
familial langnage. It does so beeanse the Alt-Right fights truth and for the preservation of its 
imagined Ameriea. ZOG aeeording to MM is a destnietive foree that npends the politieal order 
the series frames as both natnral and just, erasing the familial identity the show eonstrnets aronnd 
raee. Thus, MM seeks to ereate fear in its andienee throngh their sense of seenrity by 
eonstrneting a word where ehange threatens the “material, soeial, and politieal resonrees 
pereeived as neeessary to snstain their basie valnes and ways of life”^^^ MM ereates an absolnte 
diehotomy between the truthful raeist, the Positive Self, and the greedy and egalitarian Negative 
Other which threatens the viewer's ontologieal seenrity. 

MM's approaeh to radiealization is not unique. their method of radiealization fits within a 
wider history of far-right media’s disenrsive approaehes to present ethno-nationalism as the sole 
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proteetor of white security. The far-right has long employed euphemistic language and absolntist 


diehotomies to present a world wherein white people are under attaek from those seeking soeial 
ehange or from demographie ehanges that threaten white statns. Researeh has eonsistently 
demonstrated that the far-right seeks to radiealize individnals throngh this threatened sense of 
seenrity by means of a Positive Self and a Negative Other. For instanee, in Enrope far-right 
parties have inereased their eleetoral sneeess by positing themselves as “protec[ors] of - 
seemingly homogeneons- national identities.”^°° The parties employ a “rhetorie of exclusion” 
that ereates an us versus them narrative aronnd migration and gronps such as Jewish people and 
Roma.^°^ This ean espeeially be seen with anti-Semitism. Jewish people have long been 
seapegoated as the sonree for eeonomie ennui, espeeially with the rise in globalization, one of 
the many faeets of MM’s Negative Other. As nation states beeome more embedded in a global 
market people searehing for a seapegoat for their lost sense of seenrity land on blaming Jewish 
people.^*^^ Far-right propaganda has responded to this by presenting tropes rooted in anti- 
Semitism. For instanee, the ((())) plaeed around the word “they” at varions points in MM 
emerged to imply that Jewish inflnenee in govemments the world over, in other words ZOG, 
“eehoes down the ages.”^°^ 

Far-right media has also often dehnmanized the Negative Other, espeeially when that 
other is Jewish. An example of this would be the much-maligned Neo-Nazi novel The Tnrner 
Diaries, written by the real-world version of MM’s William Futher Peiree, and often deseribed as 
the bible of the modern far-right. The Tnrner Diaries portrays Jewish eharaeters as direetly 
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threating to white Amerieans doing things such as selling white women into slavery and even 
disemboweling them.^°^ 

Raeist groups and individnals have also long presented themselves as a lone sonree of 
honesty instead of more traditional sonrees of information, just as MM has. Jarrod Taylor’s 
magazine Ameriean Renaissanee has long pnblished inaeenrate artieles that advoeate for raee 
realism using psendo-seienee and flawed statistics.^°^ One such artiele stating “[tjhere is a 
differenee between blaeks and whites — analogons to the differenee in intelligenee — in 
psyehopathie personality eonsidered as a personality trait.”^°^ It is not snrprising therefore that 
MM ehoses Taylor as one of its most highly positioned eharaeters. Far-right media framing of a 
truthful right and deeeitfnl other has only grown more widespread in the digital age. In one study 
of the incubation and dissemination of far-right talking points and memes online researehers 
determined that one network of ten far-right altemative news sites were able to widely 
disseminate anti-lslamie media that presented Mnslim immigrants and refngees as destrnetive to 
western nations with artiele titles such as “Militant Ghristians prepare to defend their 
homeland.”^^^ Other researehers have found that far-right alternative media sites appropriate the 
aestheties and styling of traditional media platforms to give the appearanee of legitimaey.^®* 
Researeh of far-right alternative media in Norway found that it presented traditional news 
sonrees as “inherently biased, deeeitfnl and distaneed from the eoneerns of ordinary people and 
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as failing fundamentally.”^°^ Thns far-right often positions the Positive Self as the real bearer of 
tmth, and the Negative Other as malieionsly deeeitfnl. 

MM represents a eontinnation in the far-right’s ability to adapt to new platforms and mold 
its message to the issnes of the day. MM employs eommon taeties nsed in far-right propaganda, 
and applies them to modern internet diseonrse in order to present diversity, soeial progress, and 
virtnally any gronp not explicitly advoeating for white power as destrnetive to the IJnited States 
and its white eitizens. Non ethno-nationalist eharaeters are presented as monolithie enemy 
eategorized nnder the eonspiraey theory ZOG, even when they share extremely similar 
viewpoints sneh as the eivie nationalists. The show positions nnbridled ethno-nationalism as the 
only solntion to preserve the audience’s seenrity. By presenting politieal diseonrse as a binary 
between a dishonest Negative Other that will destroy the imagined white Ameriea and a tmthfnl 
Positive Self that will maintain it MM target’s its andienee’s sense of ontologieal seenrity in 
order to radiealize viewers to snpport ethno-nationalism. 

VI. Limitations 

Due to the seale of the projeet versus the time eonstraints allowed, this analysis faeed several 
limitations. Fnrther study is needed to fully examine MM and similar digital far-right 
propaganda. First, it is probable that the usage of some individual indexicals presented in the 
data tables are even greater than observed. In partienlar, the terminology used to deseribe the 
Alt-Light. Sinee a diseonrse analysis eannot examine every word in eaeh disenrsive event, they 
must seleet which salient indexicals point to the inferred meaning. Wortham and Reyes make the 
seleeting proeess a separate step of phase two requiring a degree of baek and forth with the 
eonstmal stage. They state that a one-time seleetion will likely not eaptnre all relevant 
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indexicals.^^^ While the indexicals eonnted do demonstrate the formation of meaningfnl 
pathways as Wortham and Reyes deseribed, fnrther analysis is needed to identify a more robnst 
eonnt of these terms missed. Seeond, the cut and paste natnre of MM’s animation means that the 
shows nses the likenesses of many real-world figures. While I could identify the most relevant 
fignres for the pathways analyzed in this paper, I did not have the time to identify all such 
referenees. As such MM could have further context and eommentary not disenssed in this 
analysis. Lastly, while this analysis elndes to the myriad of niehe referenees the series makes, 
fnrther researeh would undoubtedly reveal more to build upon. 
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